Successful resection of metachronous liver metastasis from alpha-fetoprotein-producing gastric cancer: report of a case.
We present herein the case of a 68-year-old man in whom metachronous liver metastasis from an alpha-fetoprotein (AFP)-producing gastric cancer was successfully treated. The patient initially underwent a distal gastrectomy for an AFP-producing gastric cancer on January 30, 1997, following which the serum AFP level which had been 228 ng/ml prior to surgery decreased to 30 ng/ml. However, 7 months after surgery, follow-up examination revealed an abnormal elevation of the serum AFP level up to 301 ng/ml, and a liver tumor was subsequently detected at segment 8 (S8) by abdominal ultra-sonography. There was no evidence of hepatitis B or C virus infections. After various investigations, he was diagnosed to have liver metastases in S6 and S8, from the AFP-producing gastric cancer, and a partial hepatectomy of S6 and S8 was performed. His postoperative course was uneventful and he was discharged on postoperative day 26. Thereafter, his serum AFP levels decreased and have remained within normal limits for 12 months since his operation. To the best of our knowledge, this is the first case of successful resection of metachronous liver metastasis from an AFP-producing gastric cancer.